5-Paragraph Essay Structure

Picture a burger. You're probably thinking of a patty, cheese, and some veggies
between two sesame seed buns. The buns alone aren’t a burger - that's just bread!
And if you get rid of the buns, you just have a weird salad. All of the components
together are what make it a burger.

It can be helpful to think of an essay like a burger:
—

The INTRODUCTION is the top bun. It must
hook the reader, introduce your topic, and
present your main idea or thesis statement.

The BODY PARAGRAPHS are the
meat, cheese, and veggies of the
burger essay. They provide all of
the details and support needed for
your main idea/thesis.

The CONCLUSION is the bottom bun. It
reminds the reader what the essay talked
about and wraps everything up nice and neat.

When we write an essay, all of its parts must be cohesive and make logical sense as
a whole. They should work together to express and support the main idea - just like
how two buns, a patty, cheese, and veggies come together to make a juicy and
delicious burger!

And remember, if you order a burger, you don't want to bite into it and find the
lettuce has been replaced with chocolate pudding. In the same way, don't surprise
your readers with of f-topic paragraphs. An essay about Romeo and Juliet probably
shouldn't contain a paragraph about replacing a car battery... that would be like
finding chocolate pudding in your burger!



5-Paragraph Essay Practice

Use the burger format to start structuring your paper!
Introduction + 3 Body Paragraphs + Conclusion = One Tasty Essay!
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