Tips for a Successful Learning Community
Before semester begins:
· Meet with faculty members of your learning community to create shared class policies, establish shared student learning outcomes, and develop integrated assignments/activities

· Include learning community theme, description, and shared policies/SLOs on course information sheet
· After registration, email enrolled learning community students. Inform students that your class is part of a learning community with a specific theme, and share its unique registration features (e.g. enrolling in one class in the community will automatically enroll a student in ALL classes in the community)

First day of class:

· Invite all faculty members of your learning community to attend first class meeting
· Explain the nature of learning communities, how they differ from traditional courses, and why they benefit students
· Emphasize how the classes are linked (review your learning community theme and description) 
· Describe how your learning community will work (shared policies, integrated assignments, etc.)

Early in the semester:

· Preserve concept of  “community” by prohibiting students from manually enrolling in only a single class within the learning community

· Remind students that dropping one class in the learning community will automatically drop them from ALL classes within the learning community
· Encourage learning community students to exchange contact information 
Throughout the semester:
· Facilitate group work and/or activities

· Encourage the formation of student study groups

· Demonstrate respect for faculty members in your learning community
· Visit other learning community classes within your community if possible
· Meet monthly with faculty members of your learning community to assess student progress as well as review the effectiveness of integrated assignments and the attainment of learning objectives

· Utilize the Academic Alert Program or other method of providing feedback on student progress
· Create opportunities to get to know your learning community students 
End of the semester:

· Meet with faculty members of your learning community to review highlights and challenges of the community

· Brainstorm with faculty members of your learning community concerning future integrated assignments, coordinated activities, and other ways to link your classes

