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Delta Psi –Spring Poetry Slam Rules
*These rules are borrowed, with minor adaptations, from Poetry Slam, Inc (PSI).

Note there must be a minimum of 15 contestants or the event will be cancelled.  
I. Poems and Performance

a. Poems can be on any subject and in any style

b. No profanities of any kind will be allowed

c. No props*

d. Each contestant must perform work that he or she created (original items only)
e. No costumes
f. No musical instruments or pre-recorded music

g. Performances can be individual or group – if a group wins they must determine amongst themselves how the prize will be distributed – groups must also comply with the time limitation rules.

*The rule concerning props is not intended to squelch the spontaneity, unpredictability, or on-the-fly choreography that people love about the slam; its intent is to keep focus on the words.   

II. Sampling

a. It is acceptable for poets to incorporate, imitate, or otherwise “signify on” the words, lyrics, or tune of someone else (commonly called “sampling”) into their own work.  If they are only riffing off another’s words, may expect only healthy controversy; if on the other hand, they are ripping off another poet’s words; they should expect scornful comments and loss of points.

III. Three- Minute Rule
a. No performance should last longer than three minutes.  The time begins when the performance begins, which may well be before the first utterance is made.  A contestant is certainly allowed several full seconds to adjust the microphone and get settle and ready, but a soon as she or he makes  a connection with the audience (“Hey look, if you have been standing there for 10 seconds and haven’t even moved the time keeper will start the clock”).  
b. Any one who exceeds three minutes automatically is deducted 5 points.
IV. Judging and Scoring
a. All judging decision are final – there will be a three judge panel
b. Judges will be giving each poem a score from 0 to 10, with 10 being the highest or “perfect score”.
c. The audience will also get to participate.  Each member of the audience will be give three colored cards.  A red card means that the poem was very moving and hot; A green card means it was an average presentation and A yellow cards means that it was not up to par.
d. Winners will be determined by the judge’s scores and the audience participation cards.
e. There will be a first place, second place and third place winner.   
V. Fees

a. There is a $5.00 prepaid entry fee for each performance.  Contestants can entry a maximum of two times. An entry fee must be paid for each performance.  There will be a $10.00 fee for contestants who enter on the night of the performance.  Failure to comply with the rules or performing will result in a forfeit of entry fees.  Fees will only be refunded in the event that the contest is cancelled; otherwise there are no refunds of any kind.
