
Wednesday, October 12, 2011
1:00 to 2:30pm

Tillie Lewis Theater
FREE ADMISSION

Free Copies of Detoured will be given away to the first 60 attendees.

Email Sam Hatch at shatch@deltacollege.edu if you have questions.

A memoir by

Jesse De La C ruz

DETOURED
My Journey from Darkness to Light
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Jesse's new memoir reads easily—
it flows, it makes sense, one scene leaps to the other, developing a
story that is both informative and redemptive. It's a story told by a
mature storyteller, and the reason the story is so important is that it’s
a template for understanding so many of the ills plaguing society
today. He gives us a lens to look through, that is, his lived experience
is laden with recipes and solutions to our societal dilemma. His mem-
oir addresses Chicano/Mexican culture, the disastrous prison mess we
find ourselves in, racism, crime, family, and education. I highly recom-
mend this book to anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the
world we live in, especially of those people most ignored, Mexicans
and Chicanos. Read on—you won't be disappointed.

—JIMMY SANTIAGO BACA, AUTHOR OF A GLASS OF WATER

Out of the gaps, empties, and darkness
of our lives can emerge the most

compelling stories, the kind that redeem, bring us home,
and teach us that all people have transformative qualities if given half
a chance. Jesse De La Cruz spent decades behind bars, on drugs, in
the grip of gangs and self-destruction. His powerful memoir helps us
understand the tattered threads of loss and brokenness that can
make up the tapestry of any life, although in this case these include
clarity, hope, and a dream that never died. Bravo to Jesse for the
courage to live this out—and the courage to write this so well.

—LUIS J. RODRIGUEZ, AUTHOR OF

ALWAYS RUNNING, LA VIDA LOCA, GANG DAYS IN L.A.

Jesse De La Cruz' memoir chronicles
a long journey too few folks survive. And in

his telling we learn more about the growth of prisons and their
terrible effects on the American family. Jesse's voice is urgent and his
story is a true California tale. A must read.

—JOSEPH RODRIGUEZ, AUTHOR OF

EAST SIDE STORIES: GANG LIFE IN EAST L.A.

Jesse’s life is truly an inspirational
and riveting story of triumph over tragedy that

must be told.Mr. De La Cruz shows us all that turning your
life around is possible even when the obstacles seem
insurmountable.
—ANTHONY V. DISOMMA J.D., RETIRED JUDGE

JESSE DE LA CRUZ
was raised in the barrios of

California and at the age of

twelve, began a journey that

led him to become a convict,

heroin drug addict, and gang

member who served approxi-

mately thirty years of his

life at California prisons like

Folsom and San Quentin.

After his final release

from prison, Mr. De La Cruz

enrolled in college, graduat-

ing with a Baccalaureate

Degree in Sociology in 2001

and a Masters of Social Work

Degree from California State

University, Stanislaus in 2003.

He is currently working on

his Ed.D.

He is the founder of The

Jonah Foundation, a sober

living house which provides

housing to ex-offenders

transitioning from prison to

the outside. He lives with

his daughter in California.
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DETOURED:
My Journey from Darkness to Light

A Reading and Lecture by
Jesse De La Cruz

Author and Delta College Graduate

The Cultural Awareness Program of 
San Joaquin Delta College

Presents

Jesse De La Cruz: 
Author of Detoured: My Journey 
from Darkness to Light.  
“Jesse’s life is truly an inspirational 
and riveting story of triumph 
over tragedy that must be told. 
Mr. De La Cruz shows us all 

that turning your life around is possible even when the obstacles seem 
insurmountable.”

—ANTHONY V. DISOMMA J.D., RETIRED JUDGE

Mr. De La Cruz will read 
from his memoir, discuss 
the power of education, and 
reflect on his emergence 
from poverty and the 
California prison system to 
make a new life for himself.


