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Chelsea Castaneto 

Fine Arts & Communication
Faculty Nominator
Valerie Gnassounou

Chelsea Castaneto is an incredibly talented young lady 
in the area of dance and more, who is embracing life with 
open arms and a big smile.  Her love for the art of dance 
is carried through her natural aptitude, enthusiasm and 
dedication.  

For the past year, she has assumed the leadership role as 
President, production manager, and captain of Stockton 
Delta Dance Company, on top of her regular school load.  
She has been up to the challenge and has shined in every 
area.  She has gained trust and respect from her peers 
and has become a source of inspiration.

Brianna Allen 

Fine Arts & Communication
Faculty Nominator

Steven Graham

Debater, interper, leader---a very small percentage of our 
student population can take ownership to such a list of 
talents.  Brianna Allen can make the claim.  I have known 
Brianna for two years as her speech instructor and 
speech coach.  During this time I have had the opportunity 
to observe her development into a very special student 
and human being.  

It is hard to imagine a student being able to compete 
in multiple speech and debate events at the national 
level, especially events that demand detail and 
attention.  Brianna has had success in events that are 
on the opposite sides of the spectrum in speech and 
debate; parliamentary debate and oral interpretation 
of literature. Her debating skills have improved so much 
that her opponents refer to her as the pit bull, her oral 
interpretation performances have brought audience 
members to tears, and in between all of her success she is 
busy helping other students improve their speech events. 
Her energy and enthusiasm have earned her respect from 
faculty, advisors and counterparts.  It would be quite an 
understatement to say that Brianna has indeed made 
sacrifices to better herself and her speech community.

Pict
ure

 Not
 Avai

lab
le

Pict
ure

 Not
 Avai

lab
le



32

San Joaquin Delta College Outstanding Student Spring 2010

Kayla Bongay 

Fine Arts & Communication
Faculty Nominator

Steven Graham

Kayla Bongay is a very gifted student and a very gracious 
individual.  I take great pleasure in recommending her for 
an Outstanding Student award. I am Kayla’s instructor 
in Interpersonal Communication and Argumentation 
and Debate this semester and I have yet to see Kayla 
without a smile on her face. Communication Studies 
courses require a lot of interaction between the students 
and I have noticed her ability to connect with individuals 
that are much different from herself.  Kayla is a special 
young lady with a special talent for bringing warmth and 
thoughtfulness to any school activity.

Kayla is the kind of student that makes teaching so 
rewarding and enjoyable.  She believes any undertaking 
is to be given her utmost in seriousness, energy, and 
accountability.  In addition to her determination to excel, 
Kayla has a gentle and kind manner with people she 
interacts with in school, home, and the public.  She is of 
the quality Delta College is proud to claim as a student.  

Kacie Montandon-Ellis 

Fine Arts & Communication
Faculty Nominator

Steven Graham

“Implies resolute and unyielding holding on, in following a 
course of action in spite of difficulties; steadfast and 
long continued application” (American College Dictionary). 
When I think of a characteristic that aptly describes Kacie 
Montandon-Ellis, the word, perseverance, comes to mind. 
Kacie has consistently displayed the self-determination 
required to become successful in school. Although I have 
only been Kacie’s instructor for this semester, I have 
observed a work ethic and commitment to excellence that 
has earned Kacie the respect of myself and virtually all her 
peers.

Kacie’s GPA of 3.33 are manifestations of her dedication 
to school work.  Kacie’s strengths rest not only in grades 
but also in accomplishments outside the classroom.  
Measurement of character, for the most part, does not 
appear on a report card.  She continues to devote hours 
of free time to volunteer activities such as the Rotary 
Club, fundraising for Red Bluff High School, and Dr. Moon 
Dental Office. This is not a young lady “labeled” as a library 
hermit--her enthusiasm, diligence and earnestness add a 
touch of enjoyment to every activity she is involved with. 
I truly respect her dedication to better herself.  I believe 
Kacie symbolizes the strength and virtue that is lacking in 
many of our young adults today.
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Monique Jones 

Fine Arts & Communication
Faculty Nominator

Steven Graham

Monique Jones (MoJo) is a gifted member of the Speech 
and Debate Team. MoJo joined the speech team this past 
fall and in a short period of time, with a lot of hard work, 
she has become one of the premier oral interpretation 
speakers in Northern California. She started the fall 
semester as the Top Novice for Poetry and soon entered 
open level competition where she placed 2nd at UOP in 
Poetry and 5th place in Prose at the Northern California 
Speech Championships.

Not only is MoJo a gifted speaker, she is active in the 
Stockton community. Over the past three years she has 
volunteered at numerous organizations. She served as a 
facilitator in “With Our Words,” whose focus is promoting 
literacy through spoken word. She is a founding member of 
Empowering Young Voices (EYV), a grassroots organization 
in Stockton that inspires youth to be active in community, 
political awareness, creative and entrepreneurial ventures. 
She has also been a key organizer for the Youth Explosion 
element of the annual Stockton Black Family Day 
celebration, putting together workshops, panel discussions 
and the performing arts stage. While at Delta College, she 
has been involved with the AFFIRM program, whose goal 
is to increase the retention, degree and transfer rates of 
African American students at SJDC.

I believe she’s going to continue to make a big difference in 
our community.

Jemaline Agpalza

Fine Arts & Communication
Faculty Nominator

Art Holton

Jemaline has been an outstanding Clarinet Major for 
the past two years.  She is an outstanding student and 
has been 100% reliable and responsible.  She has been a 
member of Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble all two 
years.  She has also been a member of Jazz Band and 
Chamber Ensemble. 
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Jeannine Della Bona

Fine Arts & Communication
Faculty Nominator

Art Holton

Jeannine is an outstanding Saxophone Major.  She has 
been a member of Symphonic Band, Wind Ensemble, Jazz 
Band, Saxophone Choir and Saxophone Quartet for all two 
years.  She has been a reliable and responsible student for 
all her time at Delta.

Carolina R. Hernandez 

Fine Arts & Communication
Faculty Nominator 

Art Holton

Carolina is an outstanding Percussion Major and an 
outstanding young lady.  She is an extremely hard worker, 
she is also very responsible and can be relied on to take 
care of all her responsibilities and more.  She has also 
been a member of Symphonic Band, Wind Ensemble, and 
Chamber groups for three years. 
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Rafael Luna 

Fine Arts & Communication
Faculty Nominator

Art Holton

Rafael is a flute major.  One of the most talented and 
hard working students in my 36 years of teaching.  An 
outstanding jazz and classical musician.  He has been a 
member of Symphonic Band, Wind Ensemble, Jazz Band 
and Chamber Ensembles during all his time at Delta.

Micaela A. Rayray 

Fine Arts & Communication
Faculty Nominator

Art Holton

Micaela is an outstanding Clarinet Major and music 
student.  She is an extremely hard worker.  She is also a 
wonderful person and very reliable and responsible.  She 
has been a member of Symphonic Band, Wind Ensemble, 
Jazz Band and Chamber Ensembles during her time at 
Delta.
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Christopher Mackey 

Fine Arts & Communication
Faculty Nominators

Art Holton & Seija Anderson

An outstanding voice major for the past three years.  He 
is a hard working and talented young man.  He also has a 
gifted voice that should take him far as a performer.   Art 
Holton

The words “outstanding, first rate, well prepared, we were 
all very impressed,” were comments by the voice Faculty 
at both UOP and CSU Sacramento, when Chris sang 
for his audition to transfer next semester.  I second all 
that they said.  He is also looked up to by his peers, not 
only as a vocalist, but also with music theory, and he’s 
mature for his age, yet easy to get along with.  Because 
of his diligence, Chris Mackey will find success to be his 
companion for life.  It’s a true pleasure to work with him.   
Seija Anderson

Jinx Staniec 

Fine Arts & Communication
Faculty Nominators

Bonnie Ruth Scott & Melanie Marshall

Jinx Staniec is a remarkable student.  She takes 
advantage of opportunities and actively participates in 
the pursuits of graphic arts.  Jinx takes the time to give 
help and support to other graphic design students.  She 
also demonstrates a remarkable attitude as a helpmeet 
to the graphics’ teachers and in creating graphic designs 
for others on campus.
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Luke R. Creasman 

Fine Arts & 
Communication

Faculty Nominator
Terry Petersen

Genalin Vega 

Fine Arts & 
Communication

Faculty Nominator
Terry Petersen

	

Luke has a near perfect 3.9 GPA and is currently in his 
first semester of the Delta College Nursing Program.  
Additionally, he is a member of the National Student 
Nurse Association.

Luke was a member of the Delta College speech team last 
semester.   He participated in four  tournaments and 
made it to the final round each time, which is a remarkable 
achievement.  Luke took first place in Informative Speaking 
and second place in Prose Interpretation at Diablo Valley 
College competing in his very first tournament. At the 
University of the Pacific Paul Winters Invitational he took 
second place in Prose Interpretation and third place in 
Informative Speaking. Luke also garnered two trophies at 
the Fall Championship tournament at CSU, Long Beach 
taking second place in Informative Speaking and a finalist 
award in Prose Interpretation.  He was also a finalist 
in Prose Interpretation at the Sacramento City College 
Donna Sparks Invitational speech tournament.  

Luke also has extensive experience with volunteering.  He 
offers free group tutoring to students enrolled in Delta 
chemistry classes. Each week he serves as a volunteer 
with Helping Hands Ministry and serves dinners to the 
homeless.  He leads a college men’s Christian group on 
Monday nights for his church and also leads a prayer 
meeting each Wednesday night.  Luke does all of this 
while going to school full-time and working two separate 
jobs.  He is a chemistry lab aid at Delta and also works at 
Astoria Gardens Assisted Living Community in Tracy.

Clearly Luke is an exceptional candidate for the 
Outstanding Student Award based on his academic 
success, forensics accomplishments, and volunteer 
experience. 

Genalin has completed four of my communication studies 
courses and earned an “A” in each class.  She completed 
my intercultural communication course, my public speaking 
course, the forensics class, and my oral interpretation of 
literature course and easily earned an “A” in each class.  
As evidence of her exceptional communication skills she 
took third place in oral interpretation of literature at her 
very first speech tournament.  Genalin has a near perfect 
3.8 GPA.

Genalin is a member of the 2009/2010 Delta College 
speech team.   She has participated in five separate 
tournaments to date and has made it to the final round 
at every tournament which is a remarkable achievement.  
Genalin took second place in Persuasive Speaking at the 
2009 University of the Pacific Paul Winters Invitational; 
third place in Dramatic Interpretation of Literature at 
the San Joaquin Delta College Mustang Invitational; and 
fifth place in Persuasive Speaking at the Sacramento City 
College Donna Sparks Invitational speech tournament.  In 
January, Genalin attended the 2010 Talk Hawk Invitational 
speech tournament at Las Positas College where she took 
third place in Impromptu Speaking and was a finalist in 
Informative Speaking.  Most recently she competed at the 
Northern California championship tournament at Modesto 
Junior College and took first place in Persuasive Speaking 
and second place in Informative Speaking.

Clearly Genalin is an exceptional candidate for the 
outstanding student award based on her education, 
forensics success, and work experience. She has been, and 
continues to be, a valuable addition to the Delta forensics 
team.
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Fia Delgado 

Fine Arts & 
Communication

Faculty Nominator
William Story

Peter Dacho Sarun 
Peang 

Fine Arts & 
Communication

Faculty Nominator
William Story

Felicia Delgado, otherwise known as Fia Fiasco, is a name 
to remember.  Ms. Fiasco is a very talented broadcaster 
who is the star of her very own internet television show - 
Average Jane with Fia Fiasco.  Besides being an internet 
TV star, she is the Delta Internet TV  (DiTV) Station 
Manager.

For the past couple years, while a member of the Delta 
College Radio-Television (RTV) program, Fia has received 
awards and recognition for her outstanding on-air and 
video production work.  The award winning Fia, utilizes 
her excellent on-air and behind the scenes production 
knowledge to serve as a mentor and tutor to students 
that need help honoring their moviemaking skills.  The 
years of experience Fia has accumulated while a member of 
the Delta RTV program, as well as her ongoing dedication 
to helping her fellow Delta RTV students, has more than 
made her worthy of receiving the Outstanding Student 
award.

Due to Fia’s outstanding character, enthusiastic 
dedication, and passionate commitment to producing 
outstanding television and movie productions, these are 
some of the main reasons why Fia has the potential to 
be a very successful professional media producer.  As 
an RTV student, Fia’s positive and thoughtful manner, 
has endured her to the people that make up the RTV 
program.   I predict that Fia Fiasco (Felicia Delgado) is 
someone that Delta College will always be proud to claim 
as a Delta College graduate.  Congratulations, Fia, for 
being acknowledged for the outstanding student that you 
are and thank you for helping make the Delta College RTV 
program a special place to work and learn. 

Peter Peang has already successfully earned an A. A. 
Degree from San Joaquin Delta College.  He returned to 
Delta to work on a Certificate in Media Studies with a 
Concentration in Television, a Certificate in Media Studies 
with a Concentration in Radio and to pursue the knowledge 
necessary to begin his multimedia-broadcasting career. 
While a Delta College Radio-Television student, Peter 
eagerly accepted the monumental task of bringing the 
audio/recording/radio students and the video/TV/film 
students together by serving as the RTV and F(ilm) Club 
President.  

Peter has received awards and recognition for his 
outstanding radio, video and leadership work.  He utilizes 
his exceptional on-air and behind the scenes production 
knowledge to serve as a mentor and tutor to many up-
and-coming RTV students.  As well, he tutors and mentors 
RTV Club members that need help honing their Mediafest 
skills.  The years of experience Peter has accumulated while 
a member of the Delta RTV program, as well as his ongoing 
dedication to helping his fellow Delta RTV students, has 
more than made him worthy of receiving Outstanding 
Student award.

Due to Peter’s outstanding character, enthusiastic 
dedication, and passionate commitment to producing 
outstanding RTV productions, as well as organizing and 
presenting quality RTV & F club events and activities, 
these are some of the main reasons why Peter has the 
potential to be a very successful media professional.  As 
an RTV student, Peter’s positive and thoughtful manner, 
has endured him to the people that makeup the RTV 
program.  Congratulations, Peter, for being acknowledged 
for the outstanding student that you are and thank 
you for helping to make the Delta College RTV program a 
special place to work and learn.  
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Lowell Tuckerman 

Fine Arts & 
Communication

Faculty Nominator
William Story

	

Tha K. Sandlin 

Health Sciences
Faculty Nominator

Mary Neville

Tha Sandlin is a very conscientious and dedicated nursing 
student.  She has overcome personal and educational 
challenges to complete the ADN program.  She will make 
an excellent nurse and I am certain that she will apply 
the same dedication to her career that she has to her 
studies.

Lowell Tuckerman, otherwise known as – The Sports 
Animal, is a name to remember.  The Sports Animal is 
a very talented broadcaster who stars on his very own 
Internet radio show – The Sports Animal featuring Lowell 
Tuckerman.  Besides being an Internet radio show star, he 
is one of the Internet Delta Power FM 89.5  radio station 
managers.   When he is not appearing on and helping with 
the operation of the radio station he is working hard as 
a member of the Podcast Stockton broadcast team. 
Podcast Stockton is a podcast all about living and working 
in Stockton.  Matt Beckwith and Rod Villagomez host the 
podcast.  The sports portion of the broadcast features 
the voice of Stockton Sports – Lowell Tuckerman. Lowell 
has made regular guests out of local prominent sports 
figures and authorities as well as bay area sports writers 
and professional athletes.  

For the past couple of years, while a member of the Delta 
College Radio-Television (RTV) program, Lowell has received 
awards and recognition for his outstanding on-air and 
audio production work.  The award winning Lowell, utilizes 
his excellent on-air and behind the scenes production 
knowledge to serve as a mentor and tutor to many up-
and-coming Internet radio station broadcasters.  He 
tutors and mentors new audio-radio students that need 
help honing their sports talk show skills.  The years of 
experience and ongoing dedication to helping his fellow 
Delta RTV students, has more than made Lowell worthy of 
receiving the Outstanding Student award.

I predict that The Sports Animal (Lowell Tuckerman) is 
someone that Delta College will always be proud to claim 
as a Delta College graduate. Congratulations, Lowell, for 
being acknowledged for the outstanding student that you 
are and thank you for helping to make the Delta College 
RTV program a special place to work and learn.
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Phillip Berghuis 

Health Sciences
Faculty Nominators

Ana Hernandez & Cheryl Wells

Phil has been involved in the Student Nurse’s Association 
since his first semester.  In his last two semesters, Phil 
served as Treasurer/President-elect and currently is the 
President of the Student Nursing Association.

His leadership in our organization has been amazing.  He 
is a role model for his peers as well as those entering the 
nursing program.  He also tutors through the Student 
Success Program and attends as many faculty meetings 
while maintaining academic excellence.

I highly recommend Phil as a Spring 2010 outstanding 
student.  He will represent Delta well once he graduates.    
Ana Hernandez

I have had the pleasure of having Phillip in the 1st semester 
of the ADN program.  He has always been motivated to 
learn as much as possible to deliver competent care to 
his clients.  He has served as a resource for fellow nursing 
students, always having a positive attitude.  He has 
continued to be a leader each semester -- now serving 
as President of the Student Nurse’s Association.  Cheryl 
Wells

Deanna L. Crivello 

Library Services
Faculty Nominator

Jun Wang

Deanna is a returning student with a renewed energy 
and updated educational and career goals in Registered 
Nursing. She is one of the most hardworking students 
I have ever worked with as well as a mature leader in my 
Learning Community LIBRY 1. 

A talented and motivated student as well as a 
perfectionist, Deanna sets a great example for her fellow 
classmates as well as all who are interested in continuing 
education to prepare for a career change. It is simply a 
pleasure to have her as a student. 
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Diolinda Asuncion-Gushea 

Library Services
Faculty Nominator

Jun Wang

Diolinda is a returning student with a thirst for knowledge. 
She is extremely hardworking and dedicated to her study, 
striving for perfection and a complete understanding 
of the subject matter she encounters. She is like a dry 
sponge, eager to absorb new knowledge and information 
and happily to put them to practice. 

Not only have I had the opportunity to work with her in 
all three of my library science classes, I also have the 
pleasure of having her as my student assistant. She 
does a great job in everything she is assigned to and is a 
pleasure to work with. With her desire and dedication to 
her work and study, I have no doubt that she is going to 
succeed in her college education and to reach her career 
goal as a law librarian.

In addition to her study and work at Delta College, Diolinda 
also shares her artistic talent with the community, 
singing at group or fund-raising activities and at the 2010 
Chinese New Year Festival Performance in Stockton.
 

Jose Herrera 

Library Services
Faculty Nominator

Jun Wang

Jose was born in Mexico and immigrated into the United 
States with his family when he was 11 years old. With the 
help of the ESL program that he so valued in grade school, 
Jose had quickly caught up on his English by the time he 
was in high school. Upon his graduation from Lincoln High 
School, Jose continued his education at Delta College, 
exploring his major and career choices. 

I have had the experience of working with Jose in two of 
my library courses. He struck me as a student with self-
discipline, a strong motivation to learn, and an urge of 
striving for perfection. I am thrilled to hear that Jose has 
finally found a career of interest -- to be a Librarian or 
a Library Technician. He is determined to accomplish his 
educational and career goals. Best wishes, Jose!
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Mickey Lee 

Library Services
Faculty Nominator

Jun Wang

Mickey is an intelligent young man with proper manners, 
a sense of personal responsibility, as well as a desire to 
help others. He accredited all of these qualities to his 
family and Keystone Dreamers, the Boys and Girls Club in 
Manteca. They have strongly influenced and shaped him 
to who he is today. He has been a longtime member and 
the past President of the club and has received numerous 
awards, including Sportsmanship of the Year in 2005 and 
Youth of the Year in 2009. 

Mickey became a Delta student last semester. One 
of the first set of classes he took was my self-paced 
LIBRY 1. It did not take me or other library staff long to 
recognize that we had a very serious, good mannered, 
and hardworking student who was eager to do his best 
in his study. He was a perfectionist and one of the first 
students to have successfully completed the course and 
immediately applied his research and information literacy 
skills to his study and research projects from other 
classes.

Myisha Lewis 

Library Services
Faculty Nominator

Jun Wang

Myisha is a returning student with tremendous courage 
and an unwavering determination to accomplish her 
educational goals at Delta College despite her severe 
challenge of physical disability. 

She was an inspiration to her fellow classmates, taking 
the lead to complete her self-paced LIBRY 1 class with 
pride and style. Her quality work and application of 
research and information literacy skill were evident in 
every piece of her hands-on assignments, and her efforts 
and accomplishment deserved to be recognized and 
commended. 
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Kasandra Menke 

Library Services
Faculty Nominator

Jun Wang

Growing up in a military family, Kasandra had the 
experience of living in many places, including the Bay Area 
and Manteca. Upon graduation from East Union High 
School in Manteca in 2009, Kasandra began her college 
education at Delta College with a plan of transferring to 
U.C. Davis thereafter to complete her double degrees in 
Veterinary Medicine and Theater. One of the first courses 
she took at Delta College was my self-paced LIBRY 1. She 
was one of the most hardworking students I had ever seen, 
often working for extended hours in the library till she had 
mastered every new concept or learned to effectively use 
a new research tool. She was a dedicated and passionate 
student with intelligence and self-discipline and a student 
who has the potential for reaching her educational and 
career goals.

Andrea L. Newman 

Library Services
Faculty Nominator

Jun Wang

Andrea is a returning student, working toward her RN AS 
degree from Delta College. I had the pleasure of working 
with her in my LIBRY 3 online class. She struck me as a 
student with a thirst for knowledge and the warm heart 
of a nurturing mother toward her fellow students. Not only 
had she brought her quality work and enthusiasm to my 
LIBRY 3 online class, she had also provided her motherly 
encouragement to her fellow classmates. Her excitement 
of learning research and information literacy skills was 
contagious!

In addition to being a hardworking student who has tried 
to do her best to accomplish her educational and career 
goals, Andrea also enjoys being a Girl Scout leader, a 
soccer coach, a basketball coach, and a Sunday school 
teacher. She is a role model not only for her children but 
also for her fellow students. 
 



44

San Joaquin Delta College Outstanding Student Spring 2010

Toni Rene Richmond 

Library Services
Faculty Nominator

Jun Wang

Toni is a highly self-motivated student with excellent time-
management skills and a dedication to her work and study. 
She always strives for perfection in her study and was 
notably excited to learn new information and technology in 
my LIBRY 1 class. 

She has taken every opportunity to share what she 
has learned and discovered from my class with her 
classmates, friends, and family. She is a great role model 
for our students and her children.

Glen Verano 

Library Services
Faculty Nominator

Jun Wang

Glen is a returning student with a thirst for knowledge. I 
have had the pleasure of working with Glen in a Learning 
Community LIBRY 1 class as well as in my online LIBRY 3 
class. 

In both classes, Glen stood out as a student with 
intelligence, diligence, and good time management skills. He 
had a sense of responsibility as well as a purpose to study 
at Delta College and was hardworking and determined 
to accomplish his educational goals at Delta College to 
prepare for a new career. 

Glen possesses the intelligence, courage, and unyielding 
determination to reach his educational and career goals, 
and he deserves to be recognized.
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Thomas Yee 

Library Services
Faculty Nominator

Jun Wang

Thomas is one of the most competent and, yet, modest 
students in my Learning Community LIBRY 1 class. He 
always sets a high standard for himself and strives for 
perfection in his work. A young man with a rare maturity 
and strong self-discipline, he sets a high bar of academic 
performance for his classmates and influences his peers in 
his unique, sagacious way. 
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