Philip Mendonca

Science & Mathematics
Faculty Nominator
Barbara Cohoon Demmons

It is my pleasure to recommend Philip Mendonca for
Outstanding Student from the Science and Math

Division. In fact, | would give Philip one of the highest
recommendations possible. | have known him as both a
student and chemistry tutor for the last two years. Philip
was a member of my Chem 3B class and is presently a
member of my Fall Chem 12A, Organic Chemistry class. He
received the top score in Chem 2A and is at the top of

a very competitive Chem 12A clase. He is one of the best
students | have taught in the last 35 years. | would rank
him in the top 5%. One of the things which really impresses
me about Fhilip is his strong desire to really understand
the material. He is one of those rare students who seems
to want to learn the material for the long run and not just
for the upcoming test.

[T is very enjoyable having him in class. He is a very mature,
self-starting and inventive individual. | find him to be a very
bright, capable and interested student. He comes to class
each and every day fully prepared and organized. He seems
to have very good written communication skills. Philip also
has very strong lab skills and is capable of independent
thinking and performing lab assignments with little or

no previous instruction. | also find that he is capable

of interacting with all levels of students. He has been

very generous in giving of his time to help others. Many
students have commented on the fact that he is willing to
explain the materials to them.

Connie Jones

Science & Mathematics
Faculty Nominator
Nancy Goodyear

It's a rare student who tackles the challenge of taking
medical microbiology and human physiology at the same
time. This student is doing well in both courses. Not only

is she a good student, but she is also the mother of four
children. She juggles the care of parents and children while
committing herself to the time needed to succeed in these
intense courses! Kudos to her!
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Alise Muok

Science & Mathematics
Faculty Nominator
Christopher D. Kim

Alise is an intelligent, hard-working and dedicated student.

She strives to understand the underlying concepts and
not just memorize a sequence of events. She is also often
found helping out her fellow students. Alise is not only

a great student, but also a well rounded person, with
interests not only in the sciences but the arts. | highly
recommend Alise to be recognized.

Sukhvir K. Johal

Science & Mathematics
Faculty Nominators
Rebecca Tripp and Robert Knudsen

This student is very dedicated and hard working,
inquisitive, bright and challenging. She is one of the best
I have had in many years. She strives to do her best and
is always at the top of the class. | think she deserves
recognition for her efforte.

As stated by my colleague Rebecca Tripp, Sukhvir Johal
“is” exceptional. In classe, she is always prepared, inquisitive
and respectful of others. She doesn’t want to just know
the material to “get by” but rather, how it can improve her
knowledge about the subject material. It is obvious that
her goal is to be the best and realizes that Delta College is

offering her that pathway.

Her accomplishments in my classroom can not be
addressed in these few sentences. She is an exceptional
student and one to follow in the future.
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Christopher Rodriguez

Science & Mathematics
Faculty Nominator
Robert Knudsen

I was lucky enough to have Chris as a student in one of my fall
20086 anatomy classes. Within several meetings of the class, it
was apparent that he not only took the subject seriously, but
was willing (and encouraging) to help the students in his lab
section better understand the subject matter. As the weeks
passed, he became such a focal point that students from other
sections would come into his section to spin off his enthusiasm.

As the semester progressed, he would hold “off-campus”
study sections (open to all) at places like Barnes and Noble,
Cunningham Lounge, Danner Hall, Shima Tutoring Center and
various student residences. At the end of the semester,
students who had first struggled were heard to say, they were
successful, in part, from the time and support offered by Chris
Rodriguez.

| contacted the tutoring center and told them of his abilities.
They hired him for Spring 2009 to be an Sl leader. Again

this was a huge success. Not only did he avail himself to the
tutoring center and classroom, but would often meet students
on weekends, in the evening, off campus or wherever it was
convenient to others. (I found out later that he was commuting
from Tracy.) During these meetings he would set up practice
exams (lecture), practice exams (lab) and offer knowledge,
encouragement and most of all, enthusiasm.

With the budgetary cutbacks of fall 2009 and his acceptance
to the nursing program, his schedule did not lend itself to being
available all the time. He has, however, made himself available

all day Friday and again on Saturdays, most of the time just
because he wants to help others succeed. In a recent Saturday,
he had 43 students at a study eession and spent 6 hours
helping them prepare for an exam. He did not leave until the last
student said they were “ready”.

Needless to say, Chris is a standout tutor, peer and liaison to
anatomy. He exemplifies the Academic Senate’s “Outstanding
Student” criteria.

Daniel Dekasha

Science & Mathematics
Faculty Nominator
Susan Martin

Daniel Dekasha is an outstanding student because of

his exceptional contributions both in and outside of the
classroom. He has been my student for two semesters
how, and | have watched him give so much to his
classmates. His strength of character is amazing and his
influence far-reaching.

Mr. Dekasha is poised, intelligent, and has an innate ability
to understand others’ points of view. In exercising these
strengths, he transcends cultural, ethnic, socioeconomic,
and age differences in his interactions with students at
the Mountain House campus. In the classroom, Daniel

has good insights and contributes much to classroom
discussions. His larger-than-life personality fills the class
with positive energy and he always sports an infectious
smile. These traits will serve him well as he pursues his
educational goal of attending Law School. To this end, Dan
is currently working at a local Tracy law firm.

Dan is an exceptional student who requires little study
time for Mathematics, yet he selflessly gives of his time
and knowledge to help others. A number of students have
been in two courses with Daniel, and they've formed a
continuing study group. This study group is so strong and
supportive that its membership continues to grow. Daniel's
ability to work well with people with different learning
styles, abilities and backgrounds has made him one of the
group’s leaders. He shows patience and compassion when
working with his study group partners. Several classmates
have specifically mentioned Dan when asked for reasons
for their success in the courses.

| believe that every person whose path crosses Daniel’s will
be better for it—with the exception of opposing counsel,
of course.
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Kimberly Irons

Science & Mathematics
Faculty Nominator
Steve McGill

Kim is a student who reflects the kind of optimism that
instructors so enjoy. She is always promptly ready to
learn, and her passion for excellence is evident in the work
that she produces.

Aaron Albino

Science & Mathematics
Faculty Nominator
Steven Telleen

Aaron is in my Biology 31 (Human Anatomy) class.
Students who succeed in this demanding class require
a lot of self-motivation and self-discipline to put in the
study time needed to learn the volume of material.

While Aaron has risen to the task personally, with
consistently improving exam scores, the primary reason |
am nominating Aaron is the effect he has had on many of
his fellow students. He formed a study group that includes
hot just good students, but struggling students as well.
His organization, energy, and constant prodding have
helped raise the exam success of everyone in the group.
Several students went from “Ds” and “Fs” on the early
exams to passing—and in a number of cases “Bs” and
“As” on the last exam.

This contribution to others in his class deserves
recognition.
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Alexandria M. Ehlers

Social Science
Faculty Nominator
Ulrike Christofori

Ms. Ehlers is an outstanding student in my Linguistics
course (HUM/ANTHRO 4). During class discussions,
Ms. Ehlers inspires and engages the other students
and myself with her frequent insightful and thought-
provoking comments and questions. She demonstrates
impressive critical thinking skills and approaches every
topic with interest and a fresh and unique point of view.
Me. Ehlers synthesizes the classroom materials into
keen observations of human communicative interactions.
I am sure that she will be successful in all her academic
endeavors, and wish her luck!

Sabrina Khan

Social Science
Faculty Nominator
Ulrike Christofori

Ms. Khan is a wonderfully active participant in my
linguistics course who helps move the whole class forward
with her comments and questions. She is a very talented
and successful student, a critical thinker and a free
epirit who is able to approach topics from very new and
interesting angles. She has a special ability to analyze
and contrast social norms by drawing upon her personal
experiences with different cultures. | am very fortunate
to have Ms. Khan as a student this semester, and | am
confident that she will continue to be an asset to any
course and program she may choose in the future.
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Elizabeth Parks

Social Science
Faculty Nominator
Ulrike Christofori

Ms. Farks is one of the most diligent, observant,

and academically gifted young students | have ever
encountered. Her interests are uncommonly varied. She
excels in self-directed, self-motivated investigations of
topics of her interest, and | believe that Ms. Parks is quite
unique in this respect. Her approach and thought are
origihal, and she enriches my course with interesting and
thoughtful observations, comments and questions. | have
no doubt that Ms. Farks possesses the requisite abilities
to succeed ih any academic field she chooses.

Kristy Sime

Social Science
Faculty Nominator
Melissa Beeson-Holmes

Kristy has been very generous and helpful in my Paychology
40 clase. She took it upon herself to download and

e-mail power point presentations to the other studente.
Kristy has been a great student, and a leader in class
discussions. She should be recognized for being a model
student.
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Tuong-Vi Thi Tran

Social Science
Faculty Nominator
Melissa Beeson-Holmes

I am recommending Vi Tran for her superlative academic
skills in Peychology 40. Her first paper is, by far, the best
writing | have ever seen from a student! When you add her
pleasant and shining personality, it makes her a super
student.

Sara Bourque

Social Science
Faculty Nominator
Ted Kallman

Sara had the most outstanding academic performance of
any student that | taught in the 2009 academic year.
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Joan Morris Christine Pinaglia

Social Science Social Science
Faculty Nominator Faculty Nominator
Ted Kallman Ted Kallman
Joan's academic performance tied for the highest in my Christine’s academic performance was the best in
African-American history classes in the 2009 academic my History of the Middle East classes for the 2009
year. academic year.
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Michelle Zepeda

Social Science
Faculty Nominator
Ted Kallman

Michelle’s academic performance tied for the highest in my
African-American history classes in the 2009 academic
year.

Coralyn Abel

Social Science
Faculty Nominator
Dr. Karen MiII50p

It is my pleasure to nominate Coralyn Abel for the
Outstanding Student award. | came to know Cori when
she was a student in my Introduction to Peychology class
last semester. Cori distinguished herself through her
exceptional class participation and exam performance.
Her contributions to class discussions demonstrated
her ability to acquire a detailed understanding of the
myriad issues in psychology. | was most impressed by
her oral articulateness in the discussion sections that
tend to be the most difficult to follow but are integral to
the course. She always explained her views very concisely
and gave supporting arguments that were both clear and
persuasive.

Coriis also a euperb writer. Her written work is clear,
engaging, and interesting to read. At present, Cori works
as my Teaching Assistant developing “blogs” based on
student questions and submissions. Students who follow
her blog find her work engaging and insightful.

At a personal level, Cori is a caring and giving person with
a pleasant personality. She is also an unbelievable Disney
aficionado! She is studying to become a history teacher,
which | know she will excel at. | believe that Cori deserves
this award because she is undoubtedly an Outstanding
Student who will undoubtedly become an Outstanding
Teacher one day.
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Benjamin Frush

Social Science
Faculty Nominator
Dr. Karen Millsop

I wholeheartedly hominate Ben Frush for Outstanding
Student award. For the past year, | have had the pleasure
of watching Ben grow as a student, a young musician, and
a person. Ben possesses a natural talent for music and
is also academically accomplished. He was the top ranked
student in his Introduction to Paychology class with me
and is planning to pursue work with autistic children. But
moreover, Ben has an extraordinary gift for music. He plays
over nine instruments, pemcorme with several bands, and
composes various types of music. In the past, | have met
musicians who either excel at improvisation or who take a
more methodical approach to musical performance. Ben
is rare in that he possesses both abilities. He intuitively
loves music, yes, but he also has an insatiable curiosity
about the “why” and “how” behind it. Ben is extremely
talented and one of a handful of students about whom |
have absolutely no reservations in terms of academic and
personal succese. | hold him in the highest regard, and
have no doubt that he is an Outstanding Student.

Donny Brennan

Social Science
Faculty Nominator
Peggy Rocha

It is rare to find a student with as much enthusiasm

and commitment as Donny Brennan. His conscientious
study habits, obvious interest in the French language and
exemplary participation in class activities put him on the
list of “top French students™. It is a true pleasure to have
Donny in class and | wish him the best as he builds on his
fluency and pursues a possible career using the French
language.
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Charles Danner Rosario B. Casarez

Social Science Social Science
Faculty Nominator Faculty Nominator
Peggy Rocha Mark Stewart

Charles is an amazing individual. Not only is he Rosario is an example of a student who has returned
conscientious about learning French—going above and to academe after years and has discovered a passion
beyond what is expected, but he is an inspiration to those for learning and knowledge. He has keen insight and with
around him. He has been diligently working toward fluency a mature outlook seeks to engage in understanding
in the language for the past 5 semesters while working as not simply the facts at hand, but the reasons behind
a tutor—helping others master their language kills, as those facts. A leader in the classroom, Rosario Casarez
well. His patient tutoring has helped many Delta students exemplifies the best of Community College students, who
in French | the past few semesters. if given the chance will reach the highest echelons of any

chosen profession. It is an honor to have been allowed to
teach a man such as Rosario, and | wish him all the best
for the future!
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