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Charles, Prince of Wales. The elements of organic gardening: Highgrove,
Clarence House, Birkhall, HRH, The Prince of Wales with Stephanie
Donaldson; photography by Andrew Lawson and David Rowley. Kales Press,
2007. 176p index ISBN 0967007690, $39.95; ISBN 9780967007694, $39.95

For more than 26 years, Charles, Prince of Wales, has cultivated the landscape of
the Highgrove estate that has become a showcase of organic gardening practices. This
book surveys how to create an organic garden with examiples drawn from the grounds
of Highgrove House, in Gloucestershire, southwestern England, which has been the
prince’s private residence since 1980. The book is organized into six sections with the
first chapter appropriately focusing on soil and water quality and treatment. Different
types of gardens—productive, ornamental, and informal—are handled in subsequent
chapters. The final chapter, “The Blueprint,” describes plants, soils, pests, tools, and
resources for gardens in this location and climate. This book is coauthored by
Donaldson, gardening editor of England’s Country Living, and Lawson, who created
the beautiful color photographs. Several books have been published on Highgrove
House, including earlier titles by Prince Charles: The Garden ar Highgrove (2000)
and Highgrove, Portrait of an Estate (1993). Although this book’s more extensive
details relate to a specific site, it will still inform and inspire readers who are interested
in down-to-earth, yet royal, approaches to organic gardening practices. Summing
Up: Recommended. All levels.—E. H. Teague, University of Oregon
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