Citing Print and Electronic Sources: MLA Style
Introduction: 

MLA style is the preferred writing style of The Modern Language Association.  It is widely used by scholars, researchers, and students of English language and literature in researching, recording, documenting, and writing research papers. 

The following recommendations for citing print and electronic resources are based on the 7th edition of MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (2009). 

For more examples or illustrations on the layout of the title page or the Works Cited page, the use of footnotes and parenthetical references, as well as citations of additional formats of information, please look them up in MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (Call Number: LB2369 .G53 2009 ) in the library or visit Purdue University Online Writing Lab at <http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html#Works-Cited>. 

General Guidelines for the Works Cited Page: 

· Center Works Cited on the top of a new page at the end of the research paper

· Double-space between Works Cited and the first citation

· Flush to the left to type each entry and indent five spaces (or Tab) after the first line if an entry runs more than one line

· Single-space between words/fields

· Double-space lines between and within entries

· Reverse only the leading author’s name (Doe, John, and Jane Doe)

· Start with the title if there is no author or corporate author.

· Use quotation marks around the article title and place a period before the closing quotation mark

· Capitalize the initial letter of each keyword in the titles of books and articles as well as the leading letter in the main title and the subtitle.

· Italicize the titles of books, periodicals (journals, magazines, and newspapers), and online databases
· List Date Month Year (28 Sept. 2009) for both periodical publication date as well as access date
· Place the volume and issue numbers after the periodical title and separate the volume number and the issue number with a period (e.g. 9.4=volume 9, issue 4)

· Do not italicize the volume number of a periodical

· If the number of pages is indicated in an online database citation, put it in parentheses right after the starting page number. If the information is not given and that the page is more than a page long, use + right after the starting page number.

· Place a period at the end of each field (e.g. author, title, publication year, etc.)

· Use arrow brackets around the URL

· Indicate print or web source at the end of the citation.

· Provide the access date at the end of an electronic source

· Alphabetize the citations under Works Cited by the authors’ last names or the title if there is no author

Articles from Subscription Online Databases: 

· Citing Journal Articles with Volume and Issue Numbers:
Author(s).  "Article Title." Journal Title Volume Number.Page Number (Publication Year):
 Starting Page Number+. Database Name. Web. Date of Access. 
Goldenberg, Solomon. "The Swine Flu Pandemic." Journal of Continuing Education Topics
& Issues 11.3 (August 2009): 108(3). Academic OneFile. Web. 22 Sept. 2009.

Parry-Giles, Shawn J., and Diane M. Blair. “The Rise of the Rhetorical First Lady: Politics, 

Gender Ideology, and Women’s Voice, 1789-2002.” Rhetoric & Public Affairs 5.4 

(2002): 565-600. Project Muse. Web. 24 Sept. 2009.

Teraoka, Satoshi. “Do Patients Who Are Aged 70 Years or Over Benefit from Deceased Donor Renal 


Transplantation?” Nature Clinical Practice Nephrology 3.9 (Sept 2007): 484(2). Academic 

OneFile.  Web. 23 Sept. 2009.

· Citing Magazine Articles without the Volume and Issue Numbers:
Author(s). “Article Title.” Magazine Title Publication Date: Starting Page Number+. 
Database Name. Web. Date of Access.

"When Greenhouse Gas Meets Ice Age." Southeast Farm Press 21 Sept. 2009: NA. 
General OneFile. Web. 23 Sept. 2009. 
· Citing Articles from Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center:
Author. "Article Title." Title of the Book. Editor(s). Place of Publication: Publisher’s 

Name, Publication Year. Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center. Web. Date 

of Access.
Fox, Roy F. “Advertising Is Harmful to Children.” Opposing Viewpoints: 

Advertising. Ed. Laura K. Egendorf. San Diego: Greenhaven Press, 2006. 

Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center. Web. 16 Sept. 2009.
· Citing Articles from Biography Resource Center or Literature Resource Center:
Author. "Article Title." Title of the Book. Editor(s). Publication Place (Use square brackets if it not 
listed on the publication but provided in the Source Citation in the database.): Publisher's 
Name, Publication Year. Database Name. Web. Date of Access.

Francis, Diana Pharaoh. "Octavia E. Butler: Overview." Contemporary Popular 

Writers. Ed. Dave Mote. [Detroit]: St. James Press, 1997. Gale Virtual 
Reference Library. Web. 22 Sept. 2009.
· Citing an Entry from an E-Reference Database:

Author(s). “Title of the Entry.”Title of the Book. Editor(s). Volume Number. Edition. 

Publication Place: Publisher’s Name, Publication Year. Page number(s). 

Database Name. Web. Date of Access. 

Brown, Lois, and Leah J. Sparks. "Butler, Octavia E(stelle)." American Women Writers:

          A Critical Reference Guide from Colonial Times to the Present. Ed. Taryn Benbow-Pfalzgraf.  

           Vol. 1. 2nd ed. Detroit: St. James Press, 2000. 157-158. Gale Virtual Reference Library. 
           
           Web. 23 Sept. 2009.

· Citing E-Books from NetLibrary:
Author(s). Title of the Book. Editor(s) or Compiler or Translator. Publication Place: Publisher's
Name, Publication Year. Database Name. Web. Date of Access.

Huntley, E. D. Amy Tan: A Critical Companion. Westport, CT: Praeger, 1998. NetLibrary. Web. 
23 Sept. 2009.

· Citing Articles from CQ Researcher:
Author(s). “Article Title.” Publication Title Volume Number.Issue Number (Publication 
Year): Page Number. Database Name. Web. Date of Access.


Hansen, Brian. “Organ Shortage.” CQ Researcher 13.7 (2003): 153-176. CQ Researcher.

Web. 23 Sept. 2009.
· Citing Reference Sources or Journal Articles from Science Resource Center:
“Article Title (if there is no author).” Title of the Reference Source. Editor(s). Publication 


Place: Publisher’s Name, Publication Year. Database Name. Web. Date of Access.

“H1N1 Influenza A (2009).” Gale Encyclopedia of Medicine. Ed. Jacqueline L. Longe. Detroit: 
Gale, 2009. Science Resource Center. Web.  24 September 2009.
More Than Three Authors. “Article Title.” Journal Title Volume Number.Issue Number 

(Publication Date): Page Number. Database Name. Web. Date of Access.


Smith, Gavin J. D. et al. “Origins and Evolutionary Genomics of the 2009 Swine-Origin 

H1N1 Influenza A Epidemic.” Nature 459.7250 (June 25, 2009): 1122(5). Science 

Resource Center. Web. 24 Sept. 2009.
· Citing Newspaper Articles from Online Newspaper Databases:
Author(s). “Article Title.” Newspaper Title [City,  State Abbreviation] Date of Publication, edition 

or  section: beginning page number (If there is no page number listed, enter n. pag. or 

n.p.). Newspaper Database Name. Web. Access Date.
McNeil, Donald G. Jr. “Feds Will Aim to Quell Rumors of Side Effects from H1N1 Shot.” The Bulletin 

[Bent, OR] 28 September 2009, news section: n. pag. NewsBank America’s Newspapers. 
Web. 28 Sept. 2009.
Citing a Book in Print Format

Author(s). Title of the Book. Editor(s) or Compiler or Translator. Edition. Publication Place: 

Publisher's Name, Publication Year. Print.

· One Author:

Author’s Name. Book Title. Edition. Publication Place: Publisher, Publication Year. Print.
Walker, Alice. The Color Purple.  1st Harvest ed. Orlando, Florida: Harcourt, 2003. Print.

· Two and Three Authors:
Authors’ Names (Reverse the first  author’s name only). Book Title. Edition. Publication Place: 
Publisher, Publication Year. Print.

Andersen, Margaret L., and Patricia Hill Collins. Race, Class, and Gender : An Anthology.  7th ed.

Belmont, CA : Cengage/Thomson Learning,  2010. Print.

Powers, Stephen, David J. Rothman, and Stanley Rothman. Hollywoord’s America: Social and 

Political Themes in Motion Pictures.  Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1996. Print.
· More Than Three Authors:
List all of the authors’ names and reverse the first author’s name only 

Or

List the first author’s name (Last Name, First Name Middle Initial.) followed by et al.

Citing Web Publications:

Author(s) if Any. “Title of the Web Document.”  Title of the Main Web Site. Publisher or Sponsor of 

the  Site, Date of Publication. Web. Access Date.
“Key Facts about Swine Influenza.” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 26 June 2009. Web. 28 Sept. 2009.
Citing Interviews:
· Citing Published Interviews:
Name of the Person Interviewed.  “Title of the Interview.” [If no title is given, simply enter 

Interview without the quotation marks.) Publication Title  Publication Date: Page Number. 

Print.

· Citing Interviews Conducted by the Researcher:
Name of the Person Interviewed. Personal Interview or Telephone Interview. Date of the 

Interview.
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