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STATE FUNDED PROGRAMS

Eligibility: Families applying for State Funded Programs must qualify based on household income and need. You may qualify for free or low cost child care.  In addition, the child’s parents must live and/or work in the state of California and must provide the Child Development Center with proof of residency, i.e. utility bill, income verification, or declaration to work/live in California. Eligibility shall include families that are homeless, on public assistance, referred by child protective services, or are income eligible. That will serves as a child's place on the State Funded waiting list. Families must be certified upon admittance into the program and at least annually thereafter. Families may be asked to re-certify each semester or as their eligibility changes. Families must inform the center of any changes in family income, family size, or need for child care services. Children who are referred by child protective services will be recertified every six months.
 Children who are eligible for kindergarten are not eligible for any state funded program.
Eligibility Verification: The Child Development Center is required by the California Department of Education (CDE) Child Development Division to determine a family’s eligibility to receive services based on family size, income, employment, training status, parent or child incapacity, homelessness, and child protective service status. The use or disclosure of individual financial information concerning enrollees or their families will be limited to purposes connected with the administration of child care and development programs. The uses of this information includes, but is not limited to contact with employers, schools or training programs, medical or legal professionals, social workers, and/or other institutions or persons, in order to verify family eligibility.

Any fraudulent, false, incomplete, deceitful or misleading information provided to the Child Development Center regarding status of income, family size, employment, seeking employment, school/training, program enrollment and /or medical incapacitation that is used to determine initial or ongoing eligibility may be grounds for termination for child care services. The Child Development Center is required to recover costs from the parent /guardian and/or receipts for any child care services provided during periods of ineligibility.

Need: The center shall determine the family need based on the following criteria: referral from child protective services, parent seeking employment or is employed with eligible income, family which is homeless, parent who is participating in vocational training, parental incapacity, or a child with medical or psychiatric special needs verified by a qualified legal professional. Childcare hours will be determined by totaling the documented family need. A training verification form is required of parents who are attending vocational classes. Study time will be determined based on 1 hour of study for each unit of academic class time per week. No childcare will be given for Internet classes unless a parent can show need. Working parents will be required to provide an employment verification form with specific hours of need. Travel time will be given in accordance with their job location.

Parent Participation:  Parent Meetings are held several times throughout the semester.  Parent meeting times and topics will be posted and attendance is recommended.  Volunteering 25 hours per semester is required.
Attendance: Children in the State Funded programs must be in attendance on the scheduled days based on their need, but if you have a late starting class, your child must start on the first day of the semester and attend until the last day of the semester. All absences must be documented with a note signed by the parent/guardian or staff explaining the reason for the absence.  Excused absences are as follows: illness or quarantine of the child or their parents, family emergency, court ordered visitation, jury duty or a reason which is clearly in the best interest of the child. Absences extending beyond three days may require a physician’s release. Termination of childcare services may occur after three (3) unexcused absences during one semester.
Unexcused – Ten (10) days per fiscal year:  car problem/no transportation, bad weather, stayed with friend, child didn’t feel like getting up, stay home with parent (no reason), out of town (no reason) and any absences without specifics.
Best Interest Days – Ten (10) days per fiscal year (“excused” as follows):

Vacation with parents or relative, Out-of-town with parents or relative, School program or field trip, Special family events, child’s birthday and other reasons that are clearly in the best interest of the child.

Limited Term Service Leave:  If the family will temporarily not have a need for child care subsidy, the Child Development Center may grant the family a Limited Term Service Leave (LTSL).  The family must be able to document circumstances to warrant such an action.  These circumstances may include, but are not limited to, family emergencies or medical/maternity concerns. Family must notify to center if child is not returning by end of the limited term service leave.
General Child Care Priority: The first priority for services in the General Child Care program will be given to referrals from child protective services. Admission will then be given in accordance with family income, with the lowest per capita admitted first.

State Preschool Priority: The first priority for services in the State Preschool program shall be given to Child Protective Service referrals.  The second priority shall be given to eligible four-year-olds. Eligible three-year-olds will be admitted after the first two priorities have been exhausted. 

Readmission: Recertification applications for the next semester will be accepted, if successful academic progress is made and no outstanding balance. 

Academic Requirements: All students are encouraged to plan their classes in order to finish their education/training in a timely manner. A grade of “C” or better is required in each class. Any student who receives a grade lower than a “C” in any class will be placed on academic probation and may be required to turn in monthly progress reports for the following semester. Any student who receives a grade lower than a “C” in any class at any time while on probation will be terminated for failure to make satisfactory academic progress. Students who drop or withdraw from one third or more of their registered classes in any one semester (including summer school) will be placed on progress probation for failure to make satisfactory academic progress. Any student who drops or withdraws from one third or more of their registered classes while on progress probation will be terminated for failure to make satisfactory academic progress. Subsidized childcare services will not be provided beyond the B.A. level.

Families selected for the State Funded Program will be notified by telephone.
If your family household income is greater than this chart, then you may not be eligible for this program.
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	For additional information regarding the State Funded Programs

Please call the Child Development Center (209) 954-5700
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