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Program Title: Associate in Arts in Communication Studies for Transfer

Criteria A. Appropriateness to Mission

1. Statement of program Goals and Objectives

	This program is designed for students planning to transfer to a California State University (CSU) with a major in Communication Studies.

Communication is fundamental in everyday life. Because effective communication is the basis for successful human interaction, the ability to develop good communication skills is a desirable and obtainable goal. 

  

Effective communication skills are empowering. Competent communicators tend to be more successful in social and business realms. Their communication skills can help to strengthen relationships, contribute to their communities, and gain greater self-confidence. Additionally, employers report that they consistently rank communication competence above technical knowledge when hiring and promoting employees. According to business leaders from every industry, successful employees possess the ability to express their ideas to others with confidence and clarity. 

  

In addition to relational and business benefits, effective communication skills are linked to critical thinking and ethical speech. Communication Studies courses help students develop communication skills that they will use throughout their lives in a wide range of settings and for a variety of purposes. All of the values, related to successful communication, are reflected in the college mission statement. 

. 

 Students are learning and developing in a time defined by globalization, mass media, information technology, cultural relativity, and popular culture. The technological and informational driven world they live in creates a need for higher communication competence than ever before. Communication studies courses provide life skills: oral and nonverbal communication, public speaking, active listening, interpersonal communication, cultural awareness, conflict management, critical thinking, managing communication apprehension, and research and writing. 

  

The Communication Studies program provides students with the instruction and guidance needed to expand their knowledge in both theory and practice. We offer a wide variety of courses designed to address students' needs including: Communication Studies 1A (public speaking), Communication Studies 2 (oral interpretation of literature), Communication Studies 3 (interpersonal communication), Communication Studies 5 (argumentation and debate), Communication Studies 7 (intercultural communication), Communication Studies 8 (small group communication), and Communication Studies 11 (dialogues in U.S. American culture). Communication Studies 1A is a requirement for transfer to California State Universities. 

  

Effective public speaking, interpersonal and intercultural communication are essential to success in vocational, business, and professional fields now and in the future. All of the courses offered within the Communication Studies department emphasize practical application, critical thinking and organizational skills. They also focus on developing diversity consciousness. The skills learned in Communication Studies courses are transferrable skills that can be used in other classes, in the workplace, in communities, at social events, and at home. 

  

The Communication Studies program seeks to prepare students to better meet the communication challenges of the 21st Century in the following areas:   

a. Transfer--The California State University system requires oral communication, which meets the general education requirement for transfer and junior status. All the courses offered in the Communication Studies program provide Communications Studies majors with lower division transferable credits, thus allowing them to accumulate credits toward their major before transferring. 

  

b. Employment--In a survey of 480 companies and public organizations, communication skills were ranked first among the personal qualities of college graduates sought by employers. In another survey, college graduates in the work force were asked to rank the skills most essential to their career development. Oral communication was at the top of their list. (Karr, Albert R., "A Special News Report About Life on the Job and Trends Taking Shape There," Wall Street Journal, Dec 29, 1998, pg A1; Andrew A. Zekeri, "College Curriculum Competencies and Skills Former Students Found Essential to Their Careers," College Student Journal, 38, (2004), pp. 412-422.) This information suggests that the skills attained in communication classes are essential to success in the work world.   

c. Job Upgrade--Since promotions often carry more responsibility and supervisory skills, the need for effective communication skills is essential. The majority of the courses in the Communication Studies program provide a range of behaviors that facilitate group interaction, ethical persuasion (motivation), problem-solving and conflict management. 

  

d. Job-Related Preparation--Each class in the Communication Studies program teaches effective communication skills. In many classes students gain experience in assessing Internet resources and using multimedia presentation systems. The skills needed to successfully participate in a job interview are included in the curriculum of Communication Studies 1A, 3, 6, and 8. All communication courses, especially Communication Studies 3, 7, 8 and 11, instill an appreciation for and an understanding of human/ cultural diversity. 


2. Catalog Description

	This program is designed for students planning to transfer to a California State University (CSU) with a major in Communication Studies.

Communication is fundamental in everyday life. Because effective communication is the basis for successful human interaction, the ability to develop good communication skills is a desirable and obtainable goal. Effective communication skills are empowering. Competent communicators tend to be more successful in social and business realms. Their communication skills can help to strengthen relationships, contribute to their communities, and gain greater self-confidence. Additionally, employers report that they consistently rank communication competence above technical knowledge when hiring and promoting employees. According to business leaders from every industry, successful employees possess the ability to express their ideas to others with confidence and clarity.

In addition to relational and business benefits, effective communication skills are linked to critical thinking and ethical speech. Communication Studies courses help students develop communication skills that they will use throughout their lives in a wide range of settings and for a variety of purposes. All of the values, related to successful communication, are reflected in the college mission statement.
Students wishing to obtain the Associate in Arts in Communication Studies for transfer must meet the following requirements:

1. 60 semester units of CSU-transferrable coursework including completion of one of the following General Education patterns:

· California State University General Education (CSU-GE) pattern (40 units)
· Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum-CSU Version (IGETC-CSU) pattern (37 units) 
2. Minimum grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 in all CSU-transferrable coursework. 

3. Completion of 18 units of major coursework in Communication Studies as detailed below with a minimum grade of C in each course

Course substitutions are not permitted for this degree.


3. Program Requirements
	Courses Within the Major

Complete 18 units within the major. Each course must be completed with a grade of "C" or better.

Core Requirements - Complete 3 units.

COM ST 001A

Fundamentals of Speech

3

Area A - Complete 6 units selected from:

COM ST 003

Interpersonal Communication

3

COM ST 005

Argumentation and Debate

3

COM ST 008

Small Group Communication

3

Area B - Complete 9 units selected from:

COM ST 002

Oral Interpretation of Literature

3

COM ST 004

Introduction to Human Communication

3

COM ST 007

Intercultural Communication

3

COM ST 052

Speech Activities and Advocacy

3

MCOM 001

Introduction to Mass Communication

3

Electives

Complete elective coursework to achieve the minimum 60-unit requirement.



	


4. Background and Rationale

	The Associate in Arts in Communication Studies for Transfer to CSU is being developed as mandated by SB 1440.  Major requirements are aligned with the TMC in order to allow students with a major in Communication Studies to transfer to CSU as smoothly as possible.


Criteria B. Need
5. Enrollment and Completer Projections

	Not Applicable


6. Place of Program in Curriculum/Similar Programs

	This program will be offered in addition to the existing AA degree at San Joaquin Delta College in order to fulfill the needs of students planning to transfer to a CSU with a major in Communication Studies.  All of the courses required for this program also fulfill requirements for the AA degree.  There are slight differences that address the CSU requirements for a baccalaureate degree in Communication Studies and which are in alignment with the TMC (e.g. Intercultural Communication). 


7. Similar Programs at Other Colleges in Service Area

	Not Applicable


8. Labor market information & Analysis (CTE only)

	Not Applicable


9. Employer Survey (CTE only)

	Not Applicable


10. Explanation of Employer Relationship (CTE only)

	Not Applicable


11. List of Members of Advisory Committee (CTE only)

	Not Applicable


12. Recommendations of Advisory Committee (CTE only)

	Not Applicable


Attachment: Labor/Job Market Date (CTE only)

Attachment: Employer Survey (CTE only)

Attachment: Minutes of Key Meetings

Criteria C. Curriculum Standards
13. Display of Proposed Sequence

	Not Applicable


14. Transfer Documentation (if applicable)

	See attached documents.


Attachment: Outlines of Record for Required Courses should be separately attached for 
each course.

Attachment: Transfer Documentation (if applicable)

Criteria D. Adequate Resources
15. Library and /or Learning Resources Plan

	No additional library and/or learning resources beyond the college’s current resources will be required. 


16. Facilities and Equipment Plan

	No additional facility and/or equipment resources beyond the college’s current resources will be required. 


17. Financial Support Plan

	Courses included in this program are already being offered and supported by the college.  No additional financial, library, facility, equipment, or faculty resources are necessary to successfully implement this degree option.


18. Faculty Qualifications and Availability

	All faculty members that will teach in this program meet the State minimum qualifications. No additional faculty members will be required.


Criteria E. Compliance

19. Based on model curriculum (if applicable)

	Not Applicable


20. Licensing or Accreditation Standards

	There are no licensing or accrediting standards that apply to this program.


21. Student Selection and Fees

	Not Applicable



